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RESOLUTIONS 
Adopted by the 
International Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
at its 
73rd Annual Convention 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
September 14, 1983 
Resolution # 
1. Cache River Basin, National Wildlife Refuge Proposal 
2. Federal Agricultural Programs 
3. Soil Conservation Reserve 
4. The 1985 Survey of Fishing and Hunting 
5. Federal Fishery Stewardship Responsibilities 
6. Maine Moose Management Program 
7. Appreciation to Wisconsin 
International Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
1412 16th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
About the International Association 
of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
The “International Association...” founded in 1902, is composed of state, 
federal and provincial fish and wildlife managing agencies of the United 
States, Canada and Mexico. It also includes individuals and organizations 
engaged in the management of fish and wildlife resources. 
Its objectives are: 
...to cultivate mutual understanding and cooperation among officials 
engaged in natural resource conservation... 
...to promote public understanding and appreciation of the importance of 
conserving natural resources... 
...to encourage effective workable international relationships... 
...to encourage professional, rational and balanced resource management 
and use. 
The Association holds meetings, publishes its proceedings, a news letter and 
reports on special concerns. Through its committees and representation in 
Washington it brings its expertise and prestige to bear in behalf of needed 
advances and reforms in fish and wildlife management at both the state and 
national levels. It represents the interests of its membership in sound 
wildlife management before congressional committees, executive depart- 
ments and in judicial proceedings. 
The Association’s annual meeting is usually during the second week of 
September. A spring meeting is held in conjunction with the North 
American Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference. The meetings pro- 
mote exchanges of ideas and philosophy between administrators and the 
professional fish and wildlife biologists, managers and technical workers in 
related fields. 
The Association annually bestows its prestigious Seth Gordon Award on an 
individual who has contributed significantly to the administration of fish 
and wildlife and related programs. It also presents the Ernest Thompson 
Seton Award, sponsored by the Woodstream Corporation, to the agency 
that has done the most to create a public awareness of the need for sound 
resource management. 
Resolution-No. 1 
Cache River Basin, National Wildlife Refuge Proposal 
WHEREAS, the Cache River Basin in northeast Arkansas provides valuable 
wintering habitat for North American waterfowl, particularly mallard ducks, and 
for other resident and migratory wildlife; 
WHEREAS, drainage and clearing supported by private interests and government 
projects are threatening the quality and quantity of wetlands in the Cache River 
Basin; 
WHEREAS, continued loss or degradation of those important wetlands will ad- 
versely impact wildlife resources enjoyed by thousands of people in both the United 
States and Canada; 
WHEREAS, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in a Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement published in May, 1983, proposed, through combined fee title, acquisi- 
tion, easement, and other means to protect and preserve said wetland habitat in the 
133,000 acre ten-year flood plain of the Cache River Basin;  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the International Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies, to protect wetlands in the Cache River Basin, Arkansas, 
endorses the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service proposal, listed as alternative No. 1 in 
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this Resolution be sent to — 
Chief, Army Corps of Engineers; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; and Chairman, 
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission. 
Resolution No. 2 
Federal Agricultural Programs 
WHEREAS, National agricultural programs are again receiving critical attention 
because short-term programs have not resolved long-standing commodity surpluses, 
have become inordinately expensive and are counterproductive to on-going USD A 
programs designed to curtail unacceptable soil losses through erosion; 
WHEREAS, the public acceptance of future agricultural programs requires reduc- 
tion in long-term fluctuations in agricultural commodity surpluses in order to 
achieve relative commodity price stability, reduction of surplus storage and disposal 
costs, abatement of soil erosion, improvement of water quality and enhancement of 
fish and wildlife habitat; 
WHEREAS, the Congress will be developing a new agricultural bill during the lat- 
ter part of 1983 and early part of 1984 that will be in effect for the 1985 and subse- 
quent crop years; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the International Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies recommends that Congress enact a new farm bill that ac- 
complishes the following objectives: 
a) Reduces substantially federal expenditures for price supports, commodity loans 
and storage payments that are now being made due to agricultural overproduc- 
tion by adjusting commodity supply through adequate acreage set-aside pro- 
grams. Those programs should contain features that provide long-term price 
